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The new religion was thus in many respects a movement of
women and children. The latter were like a young guard around
" Jesus for the inauguration of his innocent royalty, and gave him
little ovations which much pleased him, calling him " son of David/'
crying Hosanna,1 and bearing palms around him. Jesus, like
Savonarola, perhaps made them serve as instruments for pious
missions ; lie was very glad to see these young apostles, who did
not compromise him, rush into the front and give him titles which
he dared not take himself. He let them speak, and when he
was asked if he heard, he replied in an evasive manner that the
praise which comes from young lips is the most agreeable to God.2

He lost no opportunity of repeating that the little ones are
sacred beings,3 that the kingdom of God belongs to children,* that
we must become children to enter there,5 that we ought to receive
it as a child,6 that the heavenly Father hides his secrets from the
wise, and reveals them to the little ones ? The idea of disciples
is in his mind almost synonymous with that of children.8 On
one occasion, when they had one of those quarrels for prece-
dence which were not uncommon, Jesus took a little child, placed
him in their midst, and said to them, " Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest ia the
kingdom of heaven." 9

It was infancy, in fact, in its divine spontaneity, in its simple
bewilderments of joy, which took possession of the earth. Every
sue believed at each moment that the kingdom so much desired
was about to appear. Each one already saw himself seated on a

Hew 3 xlii. 11.) If the suppressions of Marcion are without critical value, such is
not the case with his additions, when they proceed, not from a special view> but
from the condition of the manuscripts which he used.

1  A cry which was raised at the feast of tabernacles, amidst the waving of palms,
Mishnah, SuJcJca,, iii. 9.   This custom still exists amongst the Israelites

2  Matt. xxi. 15, 16                               s Matt> j^. 5j 10,14, Luke xvii, 2.
4 Matt. xix. 14; Mark x. 14; Luke xviii. 16

*  Matt, xviii. 1, and following; Maik is. 33, and following; Luke is. 46
8 Mark x. 15.                                     ' Matt xi 25; Luke s. 21.

8 Matt. x. 42, xvui. 5, 14; Mark ix. 36, Luke xvii. 2.

*  Matt xviii. 4; Maik is. 33-36; Luke ix. 4C-48.